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As you look through this month’s newsletter, you’ll see evidence of all the great things we have
planned for you in the coming months. However, life has a way of surprising even the best planners
and that‘s what happened to me a few weeks ago. I was recently diagnosed with breast cancer and I
thought it was important to share this news with the Chamber community.
That’s the bad news. The good news is that this cancer is treatable and I am in the care of a wonderful
team of doctors at the Cleveland Clinic. Next week, I’ll begin chemotherapy and I plan to keep working
throughout my treatment. There might be days when I’m unable to make it into the office, or attend a
meeting or special event, so I ask for your patience and understanding. I’m lucky to have the full
support of the Lakewood Chamber’s Board of Directors - and my partner in crime, Val Mechenbier.
We’re all working together to make sure that this organization continues to move forward and we keep
our commitment to help you grow your business.
Many of you will want to know what you can do to help, and I just ask that you support the Lakewood
Chamber and all our upcoming events. The fewer follow up emails and phone calls I have to make for
event registrations, membership dues and sponsorship opportunities, the easier my job becomes and
the less I’ll worry about work.
Winston Churchill said, “Attitude is a little thing the makes a big difference”. Under the circumstances,
I’m pretty upbeat. Cancer really stinks, but I’m determined to stay positive and fight. I’m lucky to have
a fantastic support system of close friends and family in my corner. I hope you’ll encourage me, make
me laugh and send positive energy my way in the days and weeks to come.
Don’t worry - I got this!
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THIS MONTH’S EVENT: HOSPITALITY INDUSTRY LABOR SUMMIT
The demand for quality food industry employees is at an all-time high.
How do restaurant owners, caterers, and retail food operators identify,
hire, retain, and motivate the best people? How do line cooks,
dishwashers, bakers, servers, chefs, hosts and managers affect the
dining experience?

THIS EVENT IS
SPONSORED BY

Join fellow members of the Lakewood food & restaurant community for a
roundtable discussion of issues related to hiring in the hospitality industry
moderated by regionally-known food writer Douglas Trattner. Bring your
ideas and concerns, help brainstorm solutions, and take advantage of
this opportunity to network with other Lakewood food industry
professionals.
Due to limited seating, this event is for owners or managers in the food
and restaurant industry only.
Tuesday, February 28th
11:30am

Ranger Café @ West Shore
Lakewood High School
14100 Franklin Blvd., Lakewood

and is presented by the Lakewood Chamber of
Commerce Education Task Force

Free to attend, lunch is included. RSVP REQUIRED:
http://lakewoodchamberoh.chambermaster.com/events/details/hospitality-industry-labor-summit-356

THIS MONTH’S EVENT: FAT TUESDAY BUSINESS AFTER HOURS

FAT T U E S D AY B U S I N E S S A F T E R
HOURS

The Lakewood and Rocky River

Chambers of Commerce invite you
to celebrate Fat Tuesday at our ﬁrst
networking event of 2017.
Enjoy great food & door prizes. Food and favors
on the house. Cash bar.
Sponsored by:

River Dog Café
19900 Detroit Road, RR

NO RSVP REQUIRED & BRING YOUR FRIENDS!

lakewoodchamber.org
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TASK FORCE & COMMITTEE NEWS
Economic Development Task Force
The Economic Development Task Force continues work on a business mapping project that lists business names and addresses in
Lakewood’s main business corridors. The next step in the process is to include property owner’s names to these locations. The Task
Force is also planning an IT Roundtable with Mayor Summers for late March.

Membership & Marketing Task Force
Did you know that there are many affordable ways to advertise and promote your business through the Lakewood Chamber? We
offer a variety of options that are targeted to the local business community. From website banner ads, monthly email blasts and
Member 2 Member discounts - to event and meeting sponsorship opportunities; there is something at every price level. Check out
http://lakewoodchamber.org/category/member_benefits/marketing_opportunities/ to find out more.

Education & Programming Task Force
The Education Task Force is planning a workshop for our hospitality industry for February 28, 2017. The topic will be work force
development and what a business can do to recruit and retain good employees. Space is limited and this event is solely for employers in the hospitality industry.

Legislative & Governmental Affairs Task Force
The Legislative & Governmental Affairs Task Force will be hosting the Annual Chamber versus City Hall Bowling Tournament in March
as a fun way to build better relationships with our elected officials. Stay tuned for more information.

►Interested in getting involved with one of our Task Forces or committees? Contact Patty Ryan at pryan@lakewoodchamber.org.

FROM THE BOARD CHAIR
These are delicate days we are living in. Are they more challenging than the demanding days our parents and
grandparents endured? I doubt it. But, nonetheless, they ARE the times we are dealing with in our world, our
nation and our community and we need to figure out the best way to cope with the hands we’ve been dealt.
Some folks choose to carefully and diplomatically share their opinions through conversation or social media
posts while others throw caution (and sometimes tact) to the wind and choose a less diplomatic route to offer
up their viewpoint. Sometimes when life tests us, we see the writing on the wall well in advance and other
times, we are thrown the ultimate curveball. This is certainly the case with our beloved Chamber President,
Patty Ryan, who will face significant trials with her health in the coming months. Patty, who does so much for so
many in our Lakewood community, will need our support. So whether your current issues stem from political
discourse or because an exceptional person in your life is facing life-altering circumstances, let us remember
that kindness is key. Reach out, share, let your voice be heard, be benevolent, accept, be patient and consider
someone else. We are all in this together on every level but, especially for Patty. Let’s help her know she’s not
alone.
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DOUBLE YOUR BENEFITS WITH A CHAMBER / COSE DUAL MEMBERSHIP
New benefits available with dual
membership in COSE and the Lakewood
Chamber of Commerce
Dual members now have access to new
resources and opportunities for your
business.

For over 40 years, COSE (Council of Smaller Enterprises) has protected
and advocated for the small businesses in the region. As the region’s small
business expert organization, COSE offers its members networking and
educational events, advocacy on legislative and regulatory issues and costeffective group purchasing programs. The programs and services COSE
offers are designed to grow Northeast Ohio’s small business community
successfully.

Join the Lakewood Chamber of Commerce
and COSE at the Savings and Support
Level or the Business Connections Level and
receive standard benefits at each level plus
additional opportunities and resources.
Contact COSE with your questions about dual
membership at 216-592-2355 or email
memberservices@cose.org.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Tuesday, February 28th
Hospitality Industry Labor Summit
Sponsored by West Shore CareerCareer-Technical District, Cuyahoga Community College Hospitality Management Program, Towards
Employment, and Cornucopia Inc.
See page 2 for details

Tuesday, February 28th
Fat Tuesday Business After Hours Networking Event with the Rocky River Chamber of Commerce
Sponsored by Cox Business
See page 2 for details.

Friday, March 10th
Community Leaders Breakfast
Co-Hosted with Lakewood City Schools
Panel discussion regarding the school district’s ELL population & services and how these families enrich the district and our community.
7:30am
Garfield Middle School, 13114 Detroit Avenue, Lakewood
By invitation only.

View all upcoming Lakewood Chamber events at www.lakewoodchamber.org.
lakewoodchamber.org
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COSE CORNER

COSE Annual Meeting

Thursday, March 2 | 5:305:30- 8:30pm

House of Blues | Cleveland

This year's must-attend gathering features the stars of “Cleveland Hustles” – business owners who seized the opportunity, took
risks and helped put their neighborhood "on the map". Our panelists will talk about their businesses one year after being part of
LeBron James and Maverick Carter’s hit reality TV series, the challenges of fast growth, and the change they’ve experienced in
both themselves as entrepreneurs, and the local neighborhood they chose to invest in to drive their business.
Panelists include Jackie Wachter of FOUNT, Geoff Hardman of The Cleveland Bagel Company, and Mike Gulley of Old City Soda/Old
City Libations. In addition to the panel discussion, you'll hear about the work COSE will be doing in 2017 and have the opportunity
to network with other business owners and community leaders over drinks and appetizers.
Pricing: $40 for members $80 for non-members. Register at www.cose.org or call 216-592-2390.

Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small Businesses Program
You likely have a lot of New Year’s resolutions for 2017. Is growing your business on the list?
The Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small Businesses Program can help make that resolution stick.
The program provides entrepreneurs with the know-how they need to tackle issues such as
employee management, marketing, negotiation, and more. The deadline to apply is Feb.
23rd. Want to know more? Visit http://www.tri-c.edu/10ksb/.

Register for these and all COSE events at www.cose.org/events

Energy Rebates Now Available
FirstEnergy Corporation has restarted its Energy Efficiency Rebates to incentivize businesses
like yours to reduce electricity use. This rebate will improve the ROI on your project and reduce your utility spend. Let our Energy Team help you take advantage of these new cash
rebates. As with previous rebates, these dollars will go fast so it’s imperative to get started,
let COSE line up quotes and get your business in line to access these rebates. Let’s line up
your project and determine if your business qualifies for a rebate. Contact Andrew Smyser,
Energy Manager at 216-592-2432 or asmyser@gcpartnership.com for more information.

lakewoodchamber.org
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SPONSOR THE 2017 TASTE OF LAKEWOOD
The Lakewood Chamber of Commerce invites you to
join us in celebrating Lakewood’s thriving food and
restaurant scene – be a part of the 14th Annual Taste
of Lakewood, to be held on Sunday, June 11th 2017.
Expose your brand or product to tens of thousands of
young adults who have a passion for good food, good
beer, good tunes, and good times at the Taste of
Lakewood, the region’s premier Good Food event!
Your generous support funds our scholarship program,
program which awards deserving students at
Lakewood High School and St. Edward High School each year.

co-presented by

The Taste of Lakewood is an outdoor day-long food & music festival that celebrates what
Lakewood is known for: tremendously Good Food. The event features Lakewood’s eclectic mix of
regionally known restaurants and food purveyors along with live music onstage, a beer & wine
garden, dining tents, a VIP Experience, and more.
The Taste of Lakewood attracts thousands of people from the region who know of Lakewood’s
reputation as a great food destination. Lakewood’s best restaurants, eateries and caterers such
as Deagan’s Kitchen + Bar
Bar, Melt Bar and Grilled
Grilled, Aladdin’s Eatery
Eatery, Angelo’s Pizza
Pizza, El Carnicero –
and many more – sell their food to guests who picnic on the park grounds, dine al fresco, and
enjoy great music at the newly-renovated Madison Park in the historic Birdtown Neighborhood of
Lakewood.
Details on the various levels of sponsorship, along with a reply form and convenient payment
links, are available online at:

http://tasteoflakewood.com/become-a-sponsor

Photo by Airhead Media

lakewoodchamber.org
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NOACC NEWS
YOU’RE INVITED! Let’s kick off the new year with the Sixth Annual Great Big CHAMBER NETWORKING NIGHT at the Great Big Home
& Garden Show at the I-X Center (near Cleveland Hopkins Airport) on Thursday, February 9th from 4-6 pm. A $15 ticket will give you
entrance to the show from 11 am-9 pm and the Chamber Member only PRIVATE PARTY from 4-6 pm that will include GREAT
appetizers, sodas, cash bar, prizes from exhibitors and MORE! Tickets can be purchased with promo code “CHAMBER” at:
https://www.tix123.com/tix123/etic.cfm?code=TGBHGS17&disc=CHAMBER
Everyone had a great time last year and we expect an even bigger crowd this year! This is a GREAT networking opportunity for
everyone, and lots of fun too. For more details visit: www.greatbighomeandgarden.com.

SAVE THE DATES: LAKEWOOD CHAMBER 2017 SPEAKER SERIES
Save the dates for the remaining three events in our 2017 Speaker Series:
Cleveland Metroparks 100 Years: 19171917-2017 Brian Zimmerman, Chief Executive Officer, Cleveland Metroparks. Luncheon event on

Friday, April 7 at The Clifton Club, 17884 Lake Road, Lakewood.
“The Secret Sauce: BBQ, Bourbon & Beer” A Happy Hour event featuring a discussion with Shane Vidovic and Ted Dupaski, owners of

The Proper Pig Smokehouse. Thursday, July 13th at Mahall’s 20 Lanes, 13200 Madison Avenue, Lakewood. 6-8pm.
Can Lakewood Become the Healthiest City in America? Luncheon with Dr. James Hekman, Medical Director of the Cleveland Clinic

Lakewood Family Health Center. Luncheon event on Friday, October 20th at Brennan’s.
Thank you to Cleveland Clinic Lakewood, Cox Business, COSE,
COSE and First Federal Lakewood,
Lakewood our 2017 Speaker Series Sponsors.
For more information on this year’s Speaker Series visit http://lakewoodchamber.org/2017-speaker-series/

lakewoodchamber.org
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MEMBER NEWS & EVENTS
Lakewood High School Athletic Boosters is in full planning mode for the 13th Annual Night at the Races fundraiser. This year’s event
will be held on Saturday March 4th. Businesses can support the 2017 event by placing a business card type ad in the program ($40/
$75/$100), sponsoring a race ($150.00) or by making a donation of merchandise or a gift certificate to use as a raffle prize. The
deadline for event program ads is February 13th. Contact Karen Burks for more information: (330) 675-9036 or send an email to
karen.burks@covelli.com.
Lakewood High School’s
School After Prom Committee is also seeking donations to make the 2017 event an unforgettable night for LHS
seniors. Contact Melissa Baus at 216-548-7596 to find out more about the types of donations needed.
O’Neill Healthcare Lakewood is hosting a “Coffee in the Neighborhood”, a meet & greet event with neighborhood police officers on
Thursday, February 9th from 8-10am. Free coffee and travel mug!
O’Neill Healthcare Lakewood is hosting a community education event “How to Live Better...and Longer!” presented by Dr. Marcello
Mellino MD FACC on Wednesday, February 15th, 11:30am-1:00pm at the Assisted Living Building (1380 Bunts Rd.). Complimentary
lunch is provided. RSVP to 216-912-0800 by February 13th.
The Cuyahoga Community College Westshore Campus will host a President's Day Campus Visitation Day on Monday, Feb. 20 from 1011 a.m. and from 2-3 p.m. Campus Visitation Day is a great opportunity to explore options and discuss the steps for enrollment and
financial aid, and tour our facilities. Visit www.tri-c.edu/visit for information and to register. Free. Tri-C Westshore Campus is located
at 31001 Clemens Road in Westlake.
Erie Design is looking for good neighbors! The storefronts on either side of the sign shop (16502 and 16506 Detroit Avenue) are for
lease. Contact Jim Gountis at 216-526-2437 for details.
Has your business been featured in the news? Do you have an announcement or a one-time special event to share?
Send your press release, link, or short summary to info@lakewoodchamber.org by the 25th of this month.
Items received by the 25th will be included in next month’s newsletter.

JANUARY EVENT PHOTOS
Our January luncheon at Brennan’s Catering & Banquet Center was the first event
in our 2017 Speaker Series.
Ms. Deb Janik, VP of Real Estate and Business Development for The Greater
Cleveland Partnership, who presented “Region on the Rise”, a discussion about
the impact that important events such as the NBA playoffs, the Cleveland
Cavaliers NBA World Championship, the Republican National Convention, the
Cleveland Indians’ playoff run, and the MLB World Series have had on the region,
and the increased visibility and economic development forecasted for the
Cleveland region in the years to come.
The 2017 Speaker Series is made possible with the generous support of

“Nothing is given. Everything is earned. The same
applies to economic development.” — Deb Janik

lakewoodchamber.org
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WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST CHAMBER MEMBERS
Sherwin Williams, Store 1035
Tori Cox
14711 Madison Ave.
Lakewood, OH 44107
Tel 216-221-2313
www.sherwinwilliams.com
Retail Paint

Mark Reinhold, Architect
1120 Forest Road
Lakewood OH 44107
Tel 216-906-7097
http://markreinholdarchitect.blogspot.com
Architect

MEMBER INFORMATION CENTER:
ADD EVENTS, JOB POSTINGS, MEMBER DEALS, & MORE
In 2016 the Lakewood Chamber of Commerce implemented a member management system called
ChamberMaster to track and summarize all relevant data regarding our members. Promoting our
members is a significant responsibility and ChamberMaster allows us to take promoting our
members to a whole new level.

As a member of the Lakewood Chamber of Commerce, you have access to the Members-only
Information Center (MIC) which gives you the opportunity to market your business
to consumers visiting the Member Directory on www.lakewoodchamber.org.
Enhance your informational page with web links and text. Post hot deals, job openings
and events. Add keywords to help consumers find you when they run searches.
Start by updating your listing: http://www.screencast.com/t/8HHFR9un8

Login to the MIC via our homepage under “Member Login”. Once you log in, you can perform all of the functions listed above. Need
a login invitation resent? Call the Chamber at 216-226-2900. Need help? Check out the training links on our website:
http://lakewoodchamber.org/mic-tutorials/.
These marketing tools are value-added benefits of being a member of the Lakewood Chamber of Commerce and are included with
your membership. Take advantage of your membership and update your listing today!
lakewoodchamber.org

Page 10

LAKEWOOD CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE

Promote your company/organization
by placing an ad in the
Chamber Connection newsletter!
See below for more info, or visit
www.lakewoodchamber.org.

16017 Detroit Avenue
Lakewood OH 44107
Tel 216.226.2900
Fax 216.226.1340
info@lakewoodchamber.org
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2013
L A K E W O O D 2013C H A-2014
M B E Officers
R OF COMMERCE
Chairperson
Vice Chair, Economic Development
Vice Chair, Legislative & Governmental Affairs
Vice Chair, Membership & Marketing
Immediate Past President
Treasurer
CEO & President

Julie Warren, Erie Design
Bill Craighead, Cleveland Home Title
Maria Shinn, Shinn Law Firm
Marty Foster, Conexo Communications
Cindy Einhouse, Beck Center for the Arts
Mike DeStefano, DMS Management Solutions
Patricia L. Ryan

20162016-2017 Board of Directors
Ian Andrews
Carol Barrett
Steve Barry
Michael Daso
William DiMascio
Kelly Flamos
Mary Johnson
Alix Kaufmann
John Lanson
Cindy Lowrey
Sharon Marrell
Pete Nelson
Bryce Sylvester
Bob Wright

LakewoodAlive
Carol Lynn’s Salon Plus
Steve Barry Buick
AXA Advisors, LLC
West Shore Career-Technical District
Mahall’s Twenty Lanes
Cornucopia, Inc.
First Federal Lakewood
Cox Business
Convey360
Lakewood Music Academy
Dollar Bank
City of Lakewood
Buckeye Beer Engine

lakewoodchamber.org

ADVERTISE IN THE
CHAMBER
CONNECTION
NEWSLETTER
Looking to get more exposure in our
business community? Advertising your
company or organization in our monthly
e-newsletter is a great, cost effective
method of reaching Chamber members,
community business leaders, and friends
of the Lakewood Chamber of Commerce.
The monthly e-newsletter is directly
emailed to 1000+ individual email
addresses, posted on the Chamber
website, communicated out via the
Chamber’s Facebook page and
automatically sent out via Twitter
(@lccohio).
For more information on advertising and
marketing opportunities, visit
www.lakewoodchamber.org and under
“Member Benefits” click on “Marketing
Opportunities”.

